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Larghetto and Allegro

First and second movements from Sonata in A, HWV 361

Edited by and continuo George Frideric Handel
realization by Richard Jones [1685-1759)

Handel's Sonata in A, HWV 361, is one of three sonatas for violin and continuo that he wrote in 1724-6, while he was music master to the two
princesses Anne and Caroline, daughters of the future King of England, George II. It is written in the four-movement (slow—fast-slow-fast) form
of the ltalian sonata da chiesa (church sonata). In composing sonatas of this type, Handel was clearly indebted to the tradition established by
Corelli, the most celebrated instrumental composer of the age. Whereas the Larghetto is lyrical, the Allegro is fugue-like: from b. 33 the violin
has to create the impression of two contrapuntal parts by means of double-stopping.

In the Larghetto, Handel’s stroke above the E in b. 14 (4th crotchet) might be best treated as an accent. A similar approach might be adopted
in the next bar (crotchet A) and in the Allegro, bb. 23 (3rd crotchet) and 24 (1st crotchet). R]
Source: autograph manuscript, Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum, MU MS 261
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